
N E W S L E T T E R

Earthworker Newsletter - Summer 2016	 "                                                                                                                                                                                                            1

Cooperative 
News
Our Give Tanks campaign was launched 
in December, and is already delivering 
for low-income households thanks to our 
partnership with Aboriginal Housing 
Victoria!

The first installation of a solar 
system funded by the “Give Tanks” 
campaign took place on 12 January 
in a home managed by Aboriginal 
Housing Victoria.

Des Rogers from Aboriginal 
Housing Victoria noted: “This 
opportunity to crowdfund for the 
installation of hot water systems into 

some of our properties is very very 
exciting. Most of our tenants are on 
low income, and many have 
disabilities. So building and 
providing appropriate, affordable 
and sustainable accommodation for 
our tenants, who are in vulnerable 
situations a lot of the time, is really 
important to us and obviously to our 
tenants as well.'”

The Give Tanks initiative, being run 
in partnership with Australia’s first 
worker-owned green technology 
manufacturing cooperative, Eureka’s 
Future. It has been devised as a 
tangible way to help those excluded 
from the benefits of government 
subsidies for home energy-efficiency 
measures. This initiative will also 

support local jobs in manufacturing, 
while reducing carbon emissions.

Improving residential energy 
efficiency has been identified as a 
key strategy for reducing Australia’s 
contribution to greenhouse gas 
emissions, but significant barriers 
prevent low-income households 
from investing in green technology 
and joining in the renewable energy 
revolution, according to the 
Australian Council of Social Service.

Andrew Snelling is one of the new 
worker-owners of the Eureka's 
Future cooperative. He is 
enthusiastic about saving local 
manufacturing jobs while achieving 
tangible environmental gains and 
helping among the those most 
disadvantaged in the community.

“The Give Tanks campaign 
powerfully links a number of 
important issues: local 
manufacturing jobs, lower energy 
bills and less pollution. It's a win-
win-win,” Mr Snelling says’. All 
proceeds go towards installing solar 
hot water systems in low-income 
housing. 

www.chuffed.org/project/givetanks

Tim Wallace

Earthworker 
Cooperative

https://chuffed.org/project/givetanks
https://chuffed.org/project/givetanks
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While travelling through Europe 
recently, Earthworker Organiser 
Melissa Corbett visited FairCoop and 
Cooperativa Integral Catalana’s 
headquarters in Barcelona.

After exchanging emails with CIC 
founder Enric Duran, I stepped 
inside AureaSocial, home to both 
CIC and FairCoop. This non-descript 
office building in central Barcelona, 
is a hub of activity hoping to spread 
the idea of cooperation. 

Cooperativa Integral Catalana is a 
decentralised network of 
cooperatives that provides the tools 
to organise and exchange goods 
and services collectively outside of 
the formal economy, something of 
great importance in a country 
experiencing 50% youth 
unemployment. 

CIC is a regionally focused 
organisation, so FairCoop has been 
founded to provide a way of 

networking cooperatives globally. A 
good way of thinking about 
FairCoop is that it is CIC version 2.0. 

A key part of FairCoop’s mission is 
the development of it’s crypto 
currency FairCoin. While dining at 
CIC cafe 13 Bruixes, developer Bom 
Bom demonstrated how customers 
can pay for their meal using 
FairCoin by scanning the cafe’s QR 
code with the FairCoin Wallet app.

FairCoin uses the same blockchain 
technology as BitCoin, but unlike 
Bitcoin cannot be accumulated in a 
way that generates wealth for a 

small clique of currency holders.

FairCoin may be the means of 
exchange in this new digital 
cooperative economy that FairCoop 
is developing, but other web systems 
are currently being developed that 
can utilise FairCoin. During my stay 
at the CIC eco-village in Pujarnol, I 
participated in a hackathon focused 
on the development of FairMarket.

FairMarket will provide a platform 
for cooperatives to sell their goods 
to members of the public and other 
cooperatives. Initially transactions 
will only be made in FairCoin, and 
goods can only be exchanged within 
Spain, however services will be 
available globally.

Visiting CIC & FairCoop reaffirmed 
for me the importance of developing 
systems that belong to the commons 
and that serve the collective good. 
www.fair.coop

Developing systems for change
by Melissa Corbett

http://www.fair.coop
http://www.fair.coop
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Community
Farm Cooperative Start-up
Some of our members are working 
to set up an organic farming 
cooperative north-west of 
Melbourne, and you can get 
involved! The Hedgerow Farm 
Cooperative is currently seeking 
cooperators and co-tenants to join 
the project and help secure land 
where they can realise their vision of 
an integrated farming cooperative 
and community hub. 

There’s room for small scale farmers, 
related rural businesses and even an 
artist or three to jump on board - 

check out their website to get in 
contact or learn more about this 
exciting project. 
www.hedgerowfarm.com.au/

Eleanor Coffey                    

Ban Onshore Gas, Grow Renewables
Big energy companies have sought 
to "open up" Victoria to onshore gas 
drilling and fracking--putting prime 
farmland and water resources at 
risk. Regional communities around 
the state have said "no" to risky 
unconventional gas extraction. 

On the other side of the coin, the 
Federal government has sabotaged 

our renewable energy sector by 
cutting the national Renewable 
Energy Target by 20%. The federal 
government's attack on renewables 
has resulted in a 90% decrease in 
investment and 2,500 people losing 
their jobs. 

In the first half of 2016, the Victorian
government will need to decide 
whether to lift the current ban on 
onshore gas drilling. They will set 
the state Renewable Energy Targets 
for 2020 and 2025 (the VRETs). The 
community has waited too long for 
the Parliament to resolve these 
issues.
Continued Page 4

http://hedgerowfarm.com.au/
http://hedgerowfarm.com.au/
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Contact Us
Call us on: 1300 GO EARTH (1300 463 27 84)  For general enquiries email: contact@earthworkercooperative.com.au  

For sales enquiries: sales.earthworker@gmail.com  Find out more on our website: http://earthworkercooperative.com.au/

Testimonial from an Earthworker
Karen Milgrom in Castlemaine:

“I've had my Siddons Solar Stream Heat Pump for over 3 months now. and I am very happy with it. As soon as it was 
installed, it produced water which was hotter than my previous gas hot water service, even though the temperatures here in 
Castlemaine were cold, with lots of frosty mornings. I would recommend this as an inexpensive, efficient and environmentally 
sound hot water system without reservation.”

Join us on the steps of the Victorian 
Parliament on the first sitting day of 
2016 to put the ban on onshore gas 
and call for ambitious Victorian 
Renewable Energy Targets on top of 
the political agenda. Meet at 11:30am 
on the steps of Parliament House on 
Spring St in Melbourne on February 
9: www.melbourne.foe.org.au/
ltg_y2r_join_forces_feb_9  

Leigh Ewbank

Around Earthworker
Calling all Green Plumbers           
Are you a green plumber and are 

you interested in working with 
Earthworker? We are currently on a 
nation-wide recruitment drive for 
plumbers interested in sustainability 
to install our solar hot water 
systems.

If you are passionate about 
environmentally sustainable 
practices and would like to become 
part of a cooperative, we want to 
hear from you!

Sustainable Living Festival                      
Earthworker will be running a stall 
at the Sustainable Living Festival, as 
part of the Big Weekend. After a 

hiatus last year, the Big Weekend 
market is back at Birrarung Marr for 
2016. Big Weekend Market will be 
running on Friday 12th Feb 12-8pm, 
Saturday 13th Feb 10am - 6pm, 
Sunday 14th Feb 10am - 6pm 

We will also be running a stall at 
Macedon Ranges Sustainable Living 
Festival: www.slf.org.au/event/
macedon-ranges-festival/

For more information on what is 
happening at this year’s Sustainable 
Living Festival, including 
Earthworker events, visit: 
www.slf.org.au/

http://www.melbourne.foe.org.au/ltg_y2r_join_forces_feb_9
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